
By-Laws 
 
 
The League will be called “THE KERALA VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE OF 
NORTH AMERICA.” 
Objective:  To promote the sport of volleyball among the Malayalees of North 
America by conducting an annual interstate volleyball tournament at a location 
decided by the League at least one year in advance.  The tournament will be 
known as “Jimmy George Memorial Volleyball Tournament.” 
Eligibility:  All playing members of participating teams MUST be able to 
establish their origin from, or relationship with, the state of Kerala in India. 
Specifically, a player must have been born of at least one Malayalee parent. All 
teams must be prepared, particularly at the time and place of the annual 
tournament to produce the documentation necessary to establish the eligibility of a 
player, should that player’s eligibility be challenged. New players must complete 
the player registration form.  If the new player is verified to be non-Malayalee 
then the team will be disqualified from the league. 
 
League Guidelines: 
 
Administrative Matters -  

1. The tournament will take place during Memorial Day holiday weekend.  
2. The League will consist of a committee of two members from each of the 

participating teams, preferably the manager of the team and a player 
representative. 

3. League dues will be $100.00 per team to become a member of the League 
and to participate in the annual tournament.  All registered participant team 
names shall be engraved on the trophy. 

4. It is each individual team’s responsibility to pay for their travel, room and 
board and other travel expenses for the annual tournament.  The host team 
should assist in finding reasonably priced Standard hotel or motel facilities in 
close proximity to the location of the games.  

5. The host team shall assist the visiting teams with transportation to and from 
the airport (one trip per team.)  The host team will also provide transportation 
to and from the hotel to the game location. 
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6. There shall be a league general body meeting on Sunday morning. Two 
representatives from each permanent team must attend. Representation and 
participation in this meeting is mandatory.  Failure to abide by this rule will 
result in written warning after the first missed meeting and expulsion from 
the league after the second.  

7. In all matters that involve voting, each team will receive one vote. A     
simple majority is required to win the vote.   

8. There shall be only one team from any particular city or state.  All teams 
must be representative of cities that are at least 250 miles away from   
another represented city.  The only exception to this extends to the New York 
and New Jersey teams due to the close proximity of the cities. 

9. The League has formed a Board of Directors to guide and oversee the   
League in all matters.  Board of Directors members are to be from a team that 
has been a member of the League for at least ten years and has attended at 
least three League meetings.  As of May 2005, the Directors are from the 
following teams:  Kairali Lions of Chicago, Dallas Strikers, Kerala Spikers of 
New York, Philadelphia Stars, Detroit Eagles, New Jersey Garden state sixes 
and Toronto Stallions. Each member serves on the Board for 3 years. 2 
members were to be replaced by lottery system at the conclusion of the initial 
term.      

10. The host team will provide food for the teams during the games on    
Saturday and Sunday.  Each team is to get at least fifteen meal coupons. 

11. New teams will be on probation for the first two years and will be able to 
host the tournament in any year thereafter.  

12. The host team may have a “B” team. The “B” team will be in the opposite 
pool from the host teams “A” team. No other team may have a “B” team.  

13. The trophies awarded will be as follows:  The Tournament Champion trophy, 
Second place trophy as “Meegal Varghese Memorial”, Tournament MVP 
trophy, Best Offense Player trophy, Best Defensive Player trophy and Best 
Setter trophy. No other trophies will be distributed. The Board of Directors 
will approve all presentations 

14. In order to encourage our youngsters in the sport of volleyball, there will be 
one match between EAST and WEST for youth under the age of 18.          
The game will be played after both the men’s semifinals and before the 
championship match.  

15. The League has appointed Tournament coordinators/record keepers for the 
association to assist the tournament organizers of the respective year.  As of 
May 2004, the Tournament coordinators are Jay Kalayil of Chicago, Prasad 
Abraham of Dallas and a member from the hosting team. 

16. Effective 2006 there will be a $50.00 per year membership fee per team to 
maintain the website and other league expenses.  

17. Selection of Individual awards: Each team manager has one vote and the 
referees also have one vote each.   
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18. Seeding: The seeding after each tournament is to be made available after each 
tournament.  

 
Criteria for pool seeding: 

1. Total the number of matches won by each team. If there is a tie on 
the matches won between two (2) teams then the winner of the 
“head to head” team will advance. 

2. If more than two teams tie on the matches won then total the number 
of games won.  The winner of the total games won will advance. 

3. If there is a tie then total the number of games lost. The team with 
least losses will advance 

4. If there is still a tie then total the points gained in the lost games. The 
team with the most points will advance. 

5. If there is still a tie then total points gave up on winning games. The 
team with least points gave up will advance. 

6. If there is still a tie then total all points gained. The team with most 
points will advance. 

7. If there is still a tie then the referees will toss for the advance. 
Criteria for overall seeding: 

First six seeding will be decided after the final, semi-final and quarterfinal 
games on Sunday. The first place team will be the number 1 seed and the 
runner up team will be the number 2 seed. The third and fourth place team will 
be the semi-final loosing teams. The fifth and sixth place teams will be the 
quarterfinal loosing teams and the above pool seeding rules will be applied for 
their seeding position. 
If the total number of teams participating in the tournament is equal then 
follow the pool seeding rules above. 

Criteria followed for pools when teams are uneven: 
1. Total the number of matches won by each team. If there is a tie on       the 

matches won between two (2) teams then the winner of the “head to head” 
team will advance. 

2. If more than two teams tie on the matches won then total the number of 
matches lost. Team with least matches lost will advance. 

3. If there is a tie then total the number of games won. The winner of the total 
games won will advance. 

4. If there is a tie total the number of games lost.  The team with the least 
losses will advance. 

5. If there is a tie total points gained in the lost games.  The team with most 
points will advance. 

6. If there is a tie then total points gave up on winning games. The team with 
least points gave up will advance. 
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7. If there is a tie then total all points gained. The team with most points will 
advance. 

8. If there is still a tie then the referees will toss for the advance. 
Team Advancement: 

The League Games on Saturday will play in 3 pools (Pool “A”, Pool “B” & 
Pool “C”). The top 2 teams from each pool will advance to the next day. 
Teams will be re-seeded using overall seeding criteria. The top two teams 
will automatically move up to the semi-finals. The 3rd seeded team will play 
to 6th seeded team in quarter-final “1” and 4th seeded team will play to 5th 
seeded team in quarter-final “2”. The winners will advance to semi finals. 
The winner of quarter-final “1” will play to the #2 seeded team and the 
winner of quarter-final “2” will play to the #1 seeded team in semi-finals. 

19. Banquet:  Team members and family will be given priority seating and a 
maximum of 25 tickets per team will be given.  If more seats are required, it 
will be given based on availability. 

20. Banner: The main banner will read “KERALA VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 
OF NORTH AMERICA” presents ## ANNUAL JIMMY GEORGE 
MEMORIAL VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT “year” and hosted by “team 
name” 

21. Tournament organizing & publicity:  The host team should have full capacity 
to host the tournament, and all publicity and funds raised should    be for the 
hosting team.  The tournament must be conducted and hosted by the League 
teams only.  No other organizations will be added for promotional publicity. 

 
Game Matters - 

22. There will be at least three (3) certified, USVBA-approved referees along 
with two line judges to officiate all games. The line judges are preferred to be 
non-Malayalees. 

23. Official USVBA score sheets and rotation (position) sheets shall be used in 
all games. 

24. All USVBA rules will be followed with the exception of the substitution, 
which will follow BB division rule (12 substitutions). 

25. Uniforms: All players are to follow USVBA rules and all teams must have 
uniforms.  Teams without uniforms will not be permitted to play. 

26. Scoring will be rally game point. The pool games on Saturday to start at 4 
points to speed up the games for that day. On Sunday it will be at regular   
“0” starting.  

27. Team Players:  Once a player plays for a team that player needs to be 
released by that team manger and approved to play for another team if he 
wishes.  If the manager/team does not release the player or has any objection 
then the player needs to give a written document to the chairman of the 
Board of Directors and the Board to review the dispute and come to a 
solution. If it is not upheld, then the player will not be permitted to play for 
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another team for one year. After the one year he will be eligible to play for 
another team.  

28.  A team must not have more than four players from out of their area (state, 
city). 

29.  No visiting players are eligible to play. All players must be lawful residents 
of the U.S/CANADA. The team managers will maintain documentation in 
case a player’s status is challenged. If there is a new player in a team, the 
necessary documents for his eligibility to play in the league should be given 
to the board of directors in advance and the board of directors should discuss 
and make a decision and inform the team before the tournament start. 

30.  Official Ball: The White Tachkara ball. 
31. Gym: At Least a high School Level gym with a minimum of three Courts. 
32. Security: Hosting team is to maintain the safety of the players and visitors. 

They must provide at least two officers in uniform. 
33. Players Conduct: All players are to behave in a respectful manner and follow 

directives from the officials. All League members must behave in 
appropriate, responsive and polite manner in all forms of communications. 
Any type of rude or unethical behavior deemed as verbal, physical or written 
harassments including but not limited to use of profanity or physical threat 
towards any league member may result in disciplinary action including 
expulsion from the League. 

34. Amending the Rules and the Regulations: Any amendments to the rules are 
to be made with a 2/3-ballot majority. 

35. Team participation in the tournament: Continuous participation is required to be in 
the League. If failed to partake more than once with out reasonable excuses, that 
team will be banned from the League. The teams must inform their status to the 
Hosting team at least two months prior to the tournament. 

36. New Teams:  Team that want to participate in the tournament should contact 
the Chairman of Board of Directors at least three months prior to the 
tournament. The Board of Directors shall review the qualifications and 
eligibility of the requesting team according to the by laws of the league and if 
find eligible invite their representatives to the league meeting on Sunday 
morning and submit their intention in written form. They are also required to 
learn about the league and their responsibilities and the requirement of the 
league. If the league approves, they will be able to participate in the next year 
tournament. The newly joining teams should be willing to host a tournament 
within two years of acceptance as a permanent member. If the team fails to 
meet the requirements, it will result in an automatic suspension. 

 
 

 

46378
Text Box
As of May 24, 2009

46378
Text Box
As of May 24, 2009


	 By-Laws
	League Guidelines:
	Criteria for overall seeding:
	Criteria followed for pools when teams are uneven:
	Team Advancement:




